Effects of prophylactic administration of cefaclor on transient bacteremia after dental extraction.
This study was undertaken to investigate the effects of prophylactic administration of cefaclor on bacteremia after dental extraction. Thirty-nine patients were randomly assigned to receive either 1 g cefaclor (19 patients) or placebo (20 patients) 1 h prior to dental extraction. Blood samples for microbiological investigation were collected before, during, and 10 min after surgery, and were processed by lysis filtration under anaerobic conditions. The incidence of bacteremia with viridans streptococci was 79% in the cefaclor group and 50% in the placebo group during extraction. No difference in the incidence or magnitude of bacteremia was observed when the two patient groups were compared.